“3AM” MINISTRIES

THE THIRD
COMMANDMENT OF
GOD

“3AM MINISTRIES – UGANDA
threeministries@gmail.com

A Compilation of our
Wednesday Bible studies

THE THIRD
COMMANDMENT OF GOD
EXODUS 20:7

“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain”
1

Table of Contents
The third commandment ................................................ 3
What is meant by the phrase "For the LORD will not
hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain?” ......... 3
What does the third commandment constitute? ............. 3
How is God's name used in vain? .................................. 4
How should God's name be used? ............................... 15
What is to hallow God's name? ................................... 15
The fate of those who use the name of the Lord in vain.
..................................................................................... 16

“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain”
2

Wednesday Bible Study December 6, 2017

The third commandment
Exodus 20:7
Let us first look at the last phrase of the Third Commandment.
What is meant by the phrase "For the LORD will not hold him
guiltless that taketh His name in vain?”
The statement is simple. To “hold guiltless” is to “consider sinless.” In
other words, God does not consider sinless he that uses His name in
vain. He that uses God's name in vain is considered a sinner(a
transgresser of the Law of God).
Many proffessed Christians are guilty of breaking the law of God. The
third commandment is one of the ten commandments which people
have broken. You may claim to keep the other nine including the
Seventh day Sabbath of the Fourth commandment but if you still break
the third commandment, you are guilty of all. The Bible says,"For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all. For He that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not
kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a
transgressor of the law."James 2:10-11
From the above scripture, it is true to say that, "For he that said, Do not
commit adultery, said also,Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD
thy God in vain; Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou take the
name of the LORD thy God in vain; thou art become a transgressor of
the law.
What does the third commandment constitute?
This commandment not only prohibits false oaths and common
swearing, but it forbids us to use the name of God in a light or careless
manner, without regard to its awful significance. By the thoughtless
mention of God in common conversation, by appeals to Him in
trivial(not important/ordinary) matters, and by the frequent and
thoughtless repetition of His name, we dishonor Him. “Holy and
reverend is His name.” Psalm 111:9.
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All should meditate upon His majesty, His purity and holiness, that the
heart may be impressed with a sense of His exalted character; and His
holy name should be uttered with reverence and solemnity. PP 306.6
Holy angels have been displeased and disgusted with the irreverent
manner in which many have used the name of God, the great Jehovah.
Angels mention that sacred name with the greatest awe, ever veiling
their faces when they speak the name of God; and the name of Christ is
so sacred to them that they speak it with the greatest reverence. AG 93.2
True reverence for God is inspired by a sense of His infinite greatness
and a realization of His presence. With this sense of the Unseen, every
heart should be deeply impressed. The hour and place of prayer are
sacred, because God is there. And as reverence is manifested in attitude
and demeanor, the feeling that inspires it will be deepened. “Holy and
reverend is his name,” the psalmist declares. Angels, when they speak
that name, veil their faces. With what reverence, then, should we, who
are fallen and sinful, take it upon our lips! AG 93.3
How is God's name used in vain?
1. Claiming to be a Christian.
What is to be a Christian?
It is a fearful mistake for men and women to go on day by day
professing to be Christians yet having no right to the name. In God's
sight profession is nothing, position is nothing.
He asks, is the life in harmony with My precepts? There are many who
suppose that they are converted but who are not able to bear the test of
character presented in the Word of God...HP 20.2
To be a Christian means to be Christlike, to follow the Saviour.
Following implies obedience. No soldier can follow his leader unless he
obeys orders. Following means imitation. “Learn of Me,” the great
Teacher says to those who have taken the name of Christian. Keep your
eyes fixed on the Model. Do all things for His glory and in and thru the
love He has for you. ST July 10, 1901, par. 1
When you say that you are a Christian, you tell the world that you
resemble/look like Christ. Do you really fulfill this claim? Are your
words and actions Christ's. Do you have the mind of Christ? You have
surely misrepresented Christ with your filthy characters.
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Howbeit in vain have you said you are a Christian. You see how you
wound Christ afresh? God will not hold you guiltless by professing to
be a Christian and yet you are not. Thus He says, “...I know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the
synagogue of Satan. Revelation 2:9”
Christians, when you took this name, you promised to prepare in this
life for the higher life in the kingdom of God. Take the Christlife as
your pattern. Keep eternity ever in view. Follow righteous principles of
action, which with their refining, ennobling influence will restore in
man the moral image of God. As by faith we adopt the principles which
are an expression of the life of Christ, they are in the soul as a well of
water springing up unto everlasting life. The soul overflows with the
riches of the grace of Christ, and the overflow refreshes other souls.
Thus may the human agent show that he is keeping the pledge he has
made. Thus he may work in partnership with Christ, showing to the
world what it means to be a Christian. ST July 10, 1901, par. 5
The world watches Seventh Day Adventists
There must be no pretense in the lives of those who have so sacred and
solemn a message as we have been called to bear. The world is
watching Seventh - day Adventists because it knows something of their
profession of faith and of their high standard, and when it sees those
who do not live up to their profession, it points at them with scorn. 9T
23.2
Those who love Jesus will bring all in their lives into harmony with His
will. They have chosen to be on the Lord's side, and their lives are to
stand out in vivid contrast with the lives of worldlings... 9T 23.3
God help us to be true Christians, consistent today, consistent
tomorrow, upright in action, kindly in word, pure in thought. The true
Christian lives the Christ - life. In all his transactions he lifts the banner
of the cross. If he is misunderstood, he takes no offense, but pursues the
even tenor of his way. He is kind, thoughtful, and forbearing. He
closely examines himself, lest in word or deed he shall deny his Lord.
He chooses God's way. Each day of his life he unselfishly ministers to
others. The light that is in him shines forth, and he stills the strife of
tongues. Day by day, tho unconsciously to himself, he is working out
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before men and angels a vast, sublime experiment. He is showing what
the Gospel can do for fallen human beings. ST July 10, 1901, par. 10
Christianity means perfect conformity to the Christ - life. Those who
possess this Christianity will show sound spiritual growth, because they
are partakers of the divine nature...Let those who name the name of
Christ depart from all iniquity, that Christ may not be ashamed of His
professed followers. ST July 17, 1901, par. 6
2. Mingling jokes /amusements in religious discourse (sermon)
“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” Those who
are brought into covenant relation with God are pledged to speak of
Him in the most respectful, reverential manner. Many refer to God and
mention His name in their religious conversation much as they would
mention a horse or any other common creature. This dishonors God. By
precept and example parents should educate their children on this point,
lest by irreverence they grieve away God's Spirit from their hearts and
the hearts of their children. 2SAT 185.2
Ministers, by carelessly introducing the name of God into their
conversation, may teach lessons of irreverence. By mingling His
holy name with common matters, they show that they are not
spiritually - minded; for they mingle the sacred and the common.
They are not living up to their holy profession. While claiming to be
worshipers of God, they walk contrary to His law. 2SAT 185.3
Many pastors and Elders today have resorted to telling amusing stories
in their sermons to create laughter in the congregation. They think that
they are making the worship lively. In so doing, they put Jesus to shame
and God does not hold such pastors guiltless. For they mix the sacred
with the unholy.
What then must be preached by the ministers?
...There are many precious truths contained in the Word of God, but it is
“present truth” that the flock needs now. I have seen the danger of the
messengers running off from the important points of present truth, to
dwell upon subjects that are not calculated to unite the flock and
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sanctify the soul. Satan will here take every possible advantage to injure
the cause. EW 63.1
Writing to such preachers, Ellen White here she writes, "Neither is it the
object of preaching to amuse. Some ministers have adopted a style of
preaching that has not the best influence. It has become a habit with
them to weave anecdotes into their discourses. The impression thus
made upon the hearers is not a savor of life unto life. Ministers should
not bring amusing stories into their preaching. The people need pure
provender, thoroughly winnowed from the chaff. “Preach the word,”
was the charge that Paul gave to Timothy, and this is our commission
also. RH December 22, 1904, par. 4
The minister who mixes story - telling with his discourses is using
strange fire. God is offended, and the cause of truth is dishonored,
when his representatives descend to the use of cheap, trifling words. RH
December 22, 1904, par. 5
She also says, "The twenty - fourth chapter of Matthew is presented to
me again and again as something that is to be brought to the attention of
all. We are today living in the time when the predictions of this chapter
are fulfilling. Let our ministers and teachers explain these
prophecies to those whom they instruct. Let them leave out of their
discourses matters of minor consequence, and present the truths
that will decide the destiny of souls. GW 148.2
In other words, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 2
Peter 1:19
Calvary the central point of the discourse.
Many of our ministers have merely sermonized, presenting subjects in
an argumentative way, and scarcely mentioning the saving power of the
Redeemer. Their testimony was destitute of the saving blood of Christ.
Their offering resembled the offering of Cain. He brought to the Lord
the fruit of the ground, which in itself was acceptable in God's sight.
Very good indeed was the fruit; but the virtue of the offering - the blood
of the slain lamb, representing the blood of Christ - was lacking. So it is
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with Christless sermons. By them men are not pricked to the heart; they
are not led to inquire, What must I do to be saved? GW 156.1
Of all professing Christians, Seventh - day Adventists should be
foremost in uplifting Christ before the world. The proclamation of the
third angel's message calls for the presentation of the Sabbath truth.
This truth, with others included in the message, is to be proclaimed; but
the great center of attraction, Christ Jesus, must not be left out. It is at
the cross of Christ that mercy and truth meet together, and
righteousness and peace kiss each other. The sinner must be led to look
to Calvary; with the simple faith of a little child he must trust in the
merits of the Saviour, accepting His righteousness, believing in His
mercy. GW 156.2
Have you seen how your religious leaders have violated the third
commandment and have made you also to do so? Joking and jesting
must be out of the sacred desk otherwise
God will not hold them guiltless who use His sacred name in common
talks.
3. False swearing and taking an oath
Swearing, and all words spoken in the form of an oath, are dishonoring
to God. The Lord sees, the Lord hears, and He will not hold the
transgressor guiltless. He will not be mocked. Those who take the name
of the Lord in vain will find it a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God. 2SAT 185.4
Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou
shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:
But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's
throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for
it is the city of the great King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head,
because thou canst not make one hair white or black. But let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil. Matthew 5:33-37
“The reason for this command is given: We are not to swear “by the
heaven, for it is the throne of God; nor by the earth, for it is the
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footstool of His feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great
King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, for thou canst not make one
hair white or black.” R.V. MB 66.1
I saw that some of God's children have made a mistake in regard to oath
taking, and Satan has taken advantage of this to oppress them, and take
from them their Lord's money. I saw that the words of our Lord, “Swear
not at all,” do not touch the judicial oath. “Let your communication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.”
This refers to common conversation. Some exaggerate in their
language. Some swear by their own life; others swear by their head
- as sure as they live; as sure as they have a head. Some take heaven
and earth to witness that such things are so.
Some hope that God will strike them out of existence if what they
are saying is not true. It is this kind of common swearing against
which Jesus warns His disciples. CCh 315.4
The Jews understood the third commandment as prohibiting the profane
use of the name of God; but they thought themselves at liberty to
employ other oaths. Oath taking was common among them. Through
Moses they had been forbidden to swear falsely, but they had many
devices for freeing themselves from the obligation imposed by an oath.
They did not fear to indulge in what was really profanity, nor did they
shrink from perjury so long as it was veiled by some technical evasion
of the law. MB 66.3
Jesus condemned their practices, declaring that their custom in oath
taking was a transgression of the commandment of God. Our Saviour
did not, however, forbid the use of the judicial oath, in which God is
solemnly called to witness that what is said is truth and nothing but the
truth. Jesus Himself, at His trial before the Sanhedrin, did not refuse to
testify under oath. The high priest said unto Him, “I adjure Thee by the
living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of
God.” Jesus answered, “Thou hast said.” Matthew 26:63, 64. Had Christ
in the Sermon on the Mount condemned the judicial oath, He would at
His trial have reproved the high priest and thus, for the benefit of His
followers, have enforced His own teaching. MB 66.4
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Jesus proceeded to lay down a principle that would make oath taking
needless. He teaches that the exact truth should be the law of speech.
“Let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever is more than
these is of the evil one.” R.V. MB 67.3
These words condemn all those meaningless phrases and expletives that
border on profanity. They condemn the deceptive compliments, the
evasion of truth, the flattering phrases, the exaggerations, the
misrepresentations in trade, that are current in society and in the
business world. They teach that no one who tries to appear what he is
not, or whose words do not convey the real sentiment of his heart, can
be called truthful. MB 68.1
If these words of Christ were heeded, they would check the utterance
of evil surmising and unkind criticism; for in commenting upon the
actions and motives of another, who can be certain of speaking the
exact truth? How often pride, passion, personal resentment, color the
impression given! A glance, a word, even an intonation of the voice,
may be vital with falsehood. Even facts may be so stated as to convey a
false impression. And “whatsoever is more than” truth, “is of the evil
one.” MB 68.2
Through the apostle Paul, Christ bids us, “Let your speech be alway
with grace.” “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hearers.” Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:29. In
the light of these scriptures the words of Christ upon the mount are seen
to condemn jesting, trifling, and unchaste conversation. They require
that our words should be not only truthful, but pure. MB 68.4
Those who have learned of Christ will “have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness.” Ephesians 5:11. In speech, as in life, they
will be simple, straightforward, and true; for they are preparing for the
fellowship of those holy ones in whose mouth “was found no guile.”
Revelation 14:5. MB 69.1
I saw that the Lord still has something to do with the laws of the land.
While Jesus is in the sanctuary, God's restraining Spirit is felt by rulers
and people. But Satan controls to a great extent the mass of the world,
and were it not for the laws of the land, we should experience much
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suffering. I was shown that when it is actually necessary, and they
are called upon to testify in a lawful manner, it is no violation of
God's word for His children to solemnly take God to witness that
what they say is the truth, and nothing but the truth. CCh 315.5
4. Making unfulfilled pledges/vows.
“When thou shalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy God. thou shalt not
slack to pay it; for the Lord thy God will surely require it of thee; and it
would be sin in thee. But if thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be no sin
in thee. That which is gone out of thy lips thou shalt keep and perform;
even a freewill offering, according as thou hast vowed unto the Lord thy
God, which thou hast promised with thy mouth.” Deuteronomy 23:21 23.
When a verbal or written pledge has been made in the presence of our
brethren, to give a certain amount, they are the visible witnesses of a
contract made between ourselves and God.
The pledge is not made to man, but to God, and is as a written note
given to a neighbor. No legal bond is more binding upon the Christian
for the payment of money, than a pledge made to God. CS 315.1
Persons who thus pledge to their fellow men do not generally think of
asking to be released from their pledges. A vow made to God, the giver
of all favors, is of still greater importance; then why should we seek to
be released from our vows to God? Will man consider his promise less
binding because made to God? Because his vow will not be put to trial
in courts of justice, is it less valid? Will a man who professes to be
saved by the blood of the infinite sacrifice of Jesus Christ, “rob God”?
Are not his vows and his actions weighed in the balances of justice in
the heavenly courts? CS 315.2
Each of us has a case pending in the court of heaven. Shall our course
of conduct balance the evidence against us? The case of Ananias and
Sapphira was of the most aggravated character. In keeping back part of
the price, they lied to the Holy Ghost. Guilt likewise rests upon every
individual in proportion to like offenses. CS 315.3
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Do you remember the tithe and offering you gave last time? How much
did you hide? Did you, like Ananias and Sapphira, claim to have
brought it all? (the a quarter of thine increase) What about the 500/=
and the 1000/= you didn't tithe? For you said in thine heart, this is too
little money to be tithed. Have you forgotten that even that 500/= was
thine increase. He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also
in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.
Luke 16:10
By the following scriptures we may see how God regards the subject of
vows
“And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children
of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded. If a
man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a
bond, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that
proceedeth out of his mouth.” Numbers 30:1, 2.
Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready
to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they
do evil. Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to
utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth:
therefore let thy words be few. For a dream cometh through the
multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by multitude of
words. Ecclesiastes 5:1-3
When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no
pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it that thou
shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. Suffer not
thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel,
that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and
destroy the work of thine hands? Ecclesiastes 5:1-6
Let us say like the psalmist that, “I will go into Thy house with burnt
offerings; I will pay Thee my vows, which my lips have uttered, and my
mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.” Psalm 66:13, 14. CS 316.3
It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy, and after
vows to make inquiry.” Proverbs 20:25. “Vow, and pay unto the Lord
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your God; let all that be round about Him bring presents unto Him that
ought to be feared.” Psalm 76:11. CS 317.1
5. Offering unconsecrated prayers.
Some think it a mark of humility to pray to God in a common manner,
as if talking with a human being. They profane His name by needlessly
and irreverently mingling with their prayers the words, “God Almighty”
- awful, sacred words, which should never pass the lips except in
subdued tones and with a feeling of awe.... AG 92.3
Humility and reverence should characterize the deportment of all who
come into the presence of God. In the name of Jesus we may come
before Him with confidence, but we must not approach Him with the
boldness of presumption, as though He were on a level with
ourselves. There are those who address the great and all - powerful and
holy God, who dwelleth in light unapproachable, as they would address
an equal, or even an inferior. There are those who conduct themselves
in His house as they would not presume to do in the audience - chamber
of an earthly ruler. These should remember that they are in His sight
whom seraphim adore, before whom angels veil their faces. God is
greatly to be reverenced; all who truly realize His presence will bow in
humility before Him. AG 92.2
Says Ellen White, “May 14th, 1851, I saw the beauty and loveliness of
Jesus. As I beheld His glory, the thought did not occur to me that I
should ever be separated from His presence. I saw a light coming from
the glory that encircled the Father, and as it approached near to me, my
body trembled and shook like a leaf. I thought if it should come near to
me I should be struck out of existence; but the light past me. Then could
I have some sense of the great and terrible God that we have to do with.
Then I saw what faint views some have of the holiness of God, and
how much they take his holy and reverend name in vain, without
realizing that it was God, the great and terrible God, they were speaking
of. I have seen that many, while praying, used careless and irreverent
expressions which grieved the tender Spirit of the Lord and caused their
petitions to be shut out of heaven. {ExV 58.1} {ML 282.6}
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6. Teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Lastly, think also of how you do worship God. Do you worship Him in
vain? How do people worship God in Vain? We shall focus on only one
case example of worshiping God in vain. Let us read Christ’s words to
the scribes and Pharisees concerning this vain worship. They came to
Jesus from Jerusalem, saying, “Why do thy disciples transgress the
tradition of the elders…But he answered and said unto them, Why do
ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition?
Matthew 15:2? He continued to say,
“Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God,
ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and
many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye
reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition.
(Mark 7:7-9)
In worship, God’s name is used. For if the teachings during the worship
are mere theoretical human creeds, that worship is in vain and it is a
dishonour to the name of God. Lesson books with Jesuit quotations in
professed Adventist circles is a dishonour to God. For God will not hold
them guiltless those who publish and read them. What do you read? Is it
a manmade creed?
I invite you to start reading the Bible and the spirit of Prophecy (The
writings of the Lord’s messenger Ellen G. White)
When the spirit of prophecy says that the first beast of Revelation 13 is
the papacy, professed Adventists consent. For they say, it is a “thus said
the Lord.” For when it brings the claims of the seventh Day Sabbath,
they still consent that it is Saturday. For they do well when they take
heed. Now when the spirit of prophecy proceeds to explain how to keep
holy the Sabbath Day, they refute it and say, those are old things. When
many professed Seventh Day Adventists read this command in the
Counsels To the Church that, “On Friday let the preparation for the
Sabbath be completed. See that all the clothing is in readiness and that
all the cooking is done. Let the boots be blacked and the baths be
taken...The Sabbath is not to be given to the repairing of garments, to
the cooking of food, to pleasure seeking, or to any other worldly
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employment. Before the setting of the sun let all secular work be laid
aside and all secular papers be put out of sight... {CCh 263.2}, they put
it aside and hold onto the traditions of their Elders and pastors.
For their Elders and pastors teach them that it is lawful to cook on the
Sabbath and do these abominations. God looks with a grieved heart at
such pastors, Elders and the flock that obeys its leaders rather than
Himself and pronounces these same words, “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For
laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of
men…ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own
tradition.”
How should God's name be used?
We must all have Reverence for God's Name. Holy and reverend is his
name. Psalm 111:9. After this manner, said Christ, “therefore pray, Our
Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. (Matthew 6:9) Do
you hallow God’s name in your speech, actions and imaginations?
What is to hallow God's name?
To hallow the name of the Lord requires that the words in which we
speak of the Supreme Being be uttered with reverence. “Holy and
reverend is his name” (Psalm 111:9). We are never in any manner to
treat lightly the titles or appellations of the Deity. In prayer we enter the
audience chamber of the Most High; and we should come before Him
with holy awe. The angels veil their faces in His presence. The
cherubim and the bright and holy seraphim approach His throne with
solemn reverence. How much more should we, finite, sinful beings,
come in a reverent manner before the Lord, our Maker! AG 94.2
How many times do you mention the name of your parents in your
conversation? Maybe not even once. How much less then should we
treat the titles or appellations of the God?
Why do you carelessly use God’s name in trivial matters. Every three
statements you mention, you include phrases like, “Oh my God,” you
even make it funny and “Oh my Goosh..”
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But to hallow the name of the Lord means much more than this. We
may, like the Jews in Christ's day, manifest the greatest outward
reverence for God, and yet profane His name continually. “The name of
the Lord” is “merciful and gracious, long - suffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth, ... forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin”
(Exodus 34:5 - 7). Of the church of Christ it is written, “This is the
name wherewith she shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness”
(Jeremiah 33:16). This name is put upon every follower of Christ. It is
the heritage of the child of God.
The family are called after the Father. The prophet Jeremiah, in the time
of Israel's sore distress and tribulation, prayed, “We are called by thy
name; leave us not” (Jeremiah 14:9). AG 94.3
This name is hallowed by the angels of heaven, by the inhabitants of
unfallen worlds. When you pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” you ask that
it may be hallowed in this world, hallowed in you. God has
acknowledged you before men and angels as His child; pray that you
may do no dishonor to the “worthy name by which ye are called”
(James 2:7). God sends you into the world as His representatives. In
every act of life you are to make manifest the name of God. This
petition calls upon you to possess His character. You cannot hallow His
name, you cannot represent Him to the world, unless in life and
character you represent the very life and character of God. This you can
do only through the acceptance of the grace and righteousness of Christ.
AG 94.4
"Hallowed be Thy name." Thus we give expression to our reverence for
the divine One. All true prayer will first recognize the presence of God,
whose eye is open to all that His creatures do. The suppliant's first work
is to honor God by giving expression to his reverence for Him. {ST,
March 29, 1905 par. 5}
The fate of those who use the name of the Lord in vain.
Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonderful works?
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And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:21-23
Those who have vainly used God’s name will at last say, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? Jesus Christ, who
reads the hearts will deny their claim. For He knows His dear children
who hallow His name. Like He denied that the Jews were Abraham’s
seed and declared that they were of their father the devil, Jesus again
will tell those who use His name in vain that I never knew you. He will
confirm to them what they were doing in their life time; for iniquity was
their work.
They had not taken heed of/obeyed His holy law. For in His mercy, He
had declared to them in the third commandment that He will not hold
them guiltless if they used His name in vain. Because of their
disobedience, He will finally tell them to depart away from Him. In
other words, they will not reign with Him in His kingdom. Their place
will be found in the lake of fire. This group of those who use God’s
name in vain will also constitute the ones Jesus foretold about who
would come in His name that they are Christ. See Matthew 24:5, 11,24.
Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.
Revelation 22:14
Great reward awaits those who render total obedience to His Law. For
they have a right to the tree of life. Their reward is eternal life. This
salvation is obtained by grace through faith in Christ whose atoning
blood is sufficient to cleanse everyone from their sins. To them that
believeth in Him, He giveth them the power to overcome sin, thus they
render obedience to His Law.
As we end this Bible study, let this be your prayer;

“Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me:
Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD?
or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God
in vain. Proverbs 30:8-9
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