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The Eighth Commandment
Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 20:15
What is to steal?
Let us try to read Genesis31:26-28 to get a cue about stealing.
26
And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen
away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives
taken with the sword? 27Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and
steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee
away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?
28
And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my daughters? thou
hast now done foolishly in so doing.
From the above scripture, we see that Laban tells Jacob that he stole
away. Notice that he said, “that thou hast stolen away unawares to me..”
He emphasized what he meant by “stole away” and mentioned other
words to mean “stole away” that is to say “and carried away” my
daughters.
It was not a mere “carrying away.” Not any “carrying away” is
“stealing,” right? why? because if the owner of the property gives you
something and you go with it; in other word, “you carry it away” to you
home, will you have stolen it? No. Why? Because the owner authorized
you to take or carry it away. Are we together here?
Why did Laban tell Jacob that he had stolen his daughters?
Let us read the scripture again.
26
And Laban said to Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen
away unawares to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives
taken with the sword? 27Wherefore didst thou flee away secretly, and
steal away from me; and didst not tell me, that I might have sent thee
away with mirth, and with songs, with tabret, and with harp?
The reason why Jacob is said to have stolen is that he flee away secretly
from Laban. Jacob stolen away unawares to Labon. He took the
daughters and did not tell Laban.
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Therefore to steal is “to take or carry away secretly as the personal
property of another without their consent and with an evil intention of
not bringing it back.”
Characteristics of a person who steals – a thief
Let us find out
John10:1
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a
robber.”
A thief will always use a different route from the normal route so that
they are not recognized.
John 10:10
“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.
A thief always makes sure that he is not recognized when he is
exercising his mission. He strives to put to death or to kill anyone who
may recognize him.
Luke 10:30
“And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment,
and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.”
Luke 22:52
“Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and
the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as against a thief,
with swords and staves?”
Thieves always carry with them knives and staves for destroying.
3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold
fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as
a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.
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The various forms of stealing.
What is included in the 8th commandment?
The violation of the 8th commandment is either done directly to God or
to our fellow human beings.
Many who have not seen themselves violating the 8 th commandment by
stealing from their neighbours have transgressed this commandment by
stealing or robbing from God. The fact is but one, in either cases, the
transgressor of this commandment is called a thief and is guilty of sin.
Forms of stealing towards fellow men.
Both public and private sins are included in this prohibition. The eighth
commandment condemns man-stealing and slave-dealing, and forbids
wars of conquest. It condemns theft and robbery. It demands strict
integrity in the minutest details of the affairs of life. It forbids
overreaching in trade, and requires the payment of just debts or wages.
It declares that every attempt to advantage one's self by the ignorance,
weakness, or misfortune of another, is registered as fraud in the books
of heaven. {SD 63.2}
Overreaching in trade.
Proverbs 20:23
Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a false balance
is not good.
Proverbs 11:1
A false balance is abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his
delight.
The eighth commandment is to barricade the soul, and hedge man in, so
that he shall make no injurious encroachment--which his self-love and
desire for gain would make on his neighbor's rights. It forbids every
species of dishonesty, injustice, or fraud, however prevalent, however
palliated by plausible pretenses. {SD 63.3}
Deceptive Practices in Courtship.
"Thou shalt not steal" was written by the finger of God upon the tables
of stone, yet how much underhand stealing of affections is practiced
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and excused! A deceptive courtship is maintained, private
communications are kept up, until the affections of one who is
inexperienced, and knows not whereunto these things may grow, are in
a measure withdrawn from her parents and placed upon him who shows
by the very course he pursues that he is unworthy of her love. The Bible
condemns every species of dishonesty. . . . {AH 58.1}
A young man who enjoys the society and wins the friendship of a young
lady unbeknown to her parents does not act a noble Christian part
toward her or toward her parents. Through secret communications and
meetings he may gain an influence over her mind, but in so doing he
fails to manifest that nobility and integrity of soul which every child of
God will possess. In order to accomplish their ends, they act a part that
is not frank and open and according to the Bible standard, and prove
themselves untrue to those who love them and try to be faithful
guardians over them. Marriages contracted under such influences are
not according to the word of God. He who would lead a daughter away
from duty, who would confuse her ideas of God's plain and positive
commands to obey and honor her parents, is not one who would be true
to the marriage obligations. . . . {AH 57.3}

This underhand way in which courtships and marriages are carried on is
the cause of a great amount of misery, the full extent of which is known
only to God. On this rock thousands have made shipwreck of their
souls. Professed Christians, whose lives are marked with integrity, and
who seem sensible upon every other subject, make fearful mistakes
here. They manifest a set, determined will that reason cannot change.
They become so fascinated with human feelings and impulses that they
have no desire to search the Bible and come into close relationship with
God. {AH 58.2
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The Eighth Commandment
Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 20:15
Forms of stealing towards God.
Robbing God In tithes and offerings.
The system of tithes and offerings was intended to impress the minds of
men with a great truth,--that God is the source of every blessing to his
creatures, and that to him man's gratitude is due for the good gifts of his
providence. {RH, September 10, 1889 par. 3}
Malachi 3:8
8
Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
9
Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation.
10
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
Will a Man Rob God?
God has given to man abundantly. He says, "I will lend you those
goods of mine to trade upon; but I will require you to return to me the
tenth of all your increase." Through Moses directions had been given
how the Lord's talents of means should be appropriated; and again in
Malachi this instruction is repeated. With all the blessings that the Lord
bestows upon man, he tells him how they are to be used; and in
obedience to his will there is safety and security. But when men set up
their own ideas and plans, and do what God has forbidden with the
talents he has entrusted to them, he counts them as "disobedient,
unthankful, unholy." {PH087 2.1}
What is Tithe?
This is a tenth part of all your increase whether in kind or in monetary
value.
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The Bible tells us, ―Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed
that the field bringeth forth year by year. (Deuteronomy 14:22) See
also
- Genesis 14:18-20,Hebrews 7:1-2 (Abraham gives tithes to
Melchizedek),
- Genesis 28:20-22 (Jacob vows to bring tithe)
- Leviticus 27:30-34 (All the tithe is the Lord’s)
The tithing system reaches back beyond the days of Moses. Men were
required to offer to God gifts for religious purposes, before the definite
system was given to Moses, even as far back as the days of Adam. In
complying with God's requirements they were to manifest in offerings
their appreciation of His mercies and blessings to them. This was
continued through successive generations, and was carried out by
Abraham, who gave tithes to Melchisedek, the priest of the Most High
God. The same principle existed in the days of Job (ST April 29, 1875).
{1BC 1093.2}
What are offerings?
Free will offerings, or Thank offerings are those which one gives to the
lord freely according as he recognizes His great mercies towards him.
Beside the Sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all
your vows, and beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto
the LORD. Leviticus 23:38, Exodus 25:1-2, Numbers 29:39,
Deuteronomy 12:6, 2 Chronicles 31:14
What is the use of Offerings?
To promote the assembling of the people for religious service, as well
as to provide for the poor, a second tithe of all the increase was
required. Concerning the first tithe, the Lord had declared, "I have given
the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel." Numbers 18:21. But in
regard to the second He commanded, "Thou shalt eat before the Lord
thy God, in the place which He shall choose to place His name there,
the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of
thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy
God always." Deuteronomy 14:23, 29; 16:11-14. This tithe, or its
equivalent in money, they were for two years to bring to the place
where the sanctuary was established. After presenting a thank offering
to God, and a specified portion to the priest, the offerers were to use the
remainder for a religious feast, in which the Levite, the stranger, the
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fatherless, and the widow should participate. Thus provision was made
for the thank offerings and feasts at the yearly festivals, and the people
were drawn to the society of the priests and Levites, that they might
receive instruction and encouragement in the service of God. {PP
530.1}
How do we rob God in tithes and Offerings.
The tithe is God's portion, not at all the property of man, and the
Scripture declares that he who withholds it is guilty of robbery. Who,
then, will stand with clean hands before the Lord? {RH, February 4,
1902 par. 12}
Many have paid only a tithe, but what does God say? He says, “Yet ye
have robbed me…in tithes and offerings. Notice that He says we have
robbed Him in tithes(plural) not in tithe but in tithes. Are you seeming
to be guilty here? I know you have been paying one tithe, but in fact, we
have two tithes which we you have to be giving to the Lord. You will
ask, where is it written that we pay two tithes?
Before I show you where it is written, have you believed that we must
give tithes not tithe? The reason why you don’t know about the second
tithe is because your pastors and elders have put the spirit of prophecy
in a bushel. They claim to believe in Ellen G. White but in their works,
they deny her. For they tell you that studying the spirit of prophecy will
mislead you and you have obeyed them rather than your God who tells
you that blessed are they who read the words of prophecy.
Let no one neglect to give faithful and plain instruction upon tithing.
Let there be instruction as to giving to the Lord that which He claims as
His own, for the commendation of the Lord will not rest upon a people
who rob Him in tithes and offerings. There will be need of often setting
before the people their duty on this matter, that they may render unto
God His own…. {1SAT 276.2}
How much tithe and offering must we give back to the Lord?
The contributions required of the Hebrews for religious and charitable
purposes amounted to fully one fourth of their income. So heavy a tax
upon the resources of the people might be expected to reduce them to
poverty; but, on the contrary, the faithful observance of these
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regulations was one of the conditions of their prosperity. On condition
of their obedience God made them this promise: "I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field.
. . . And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome
land, saith the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:11. {PP 527.1}
The total amount of your tithe and offering is to be a quarter(¼) of thine
increase.
1st tithe + 2nd tithe + Offering = (¼ or 25%) of thine increase.
How much is each of the above?
1st tithe = A tenth (Ten percent) of the income increase
2nd tithe = A tenth (Ten percent) of the income increase
Offerings = A twentieth (Five percent) of the income increase or more
1/10 +1/10+1/20 = 1/4 (a quarter of the increase)
For example if one receives 10,000/= as income increase,
First tithe : 1/10 x 10000 =1000/=
Second tithe : 1/10 x 10000 =1000/=
Offerings : 1/20x 10000
=500/=
Totaling to at least 2500/= or more accordingly as the giver willfully
gives. This is the principle that the messenger of the lord Ellen white
sets down as below.
Therefore, all the money(Tithe and offerings) returned to the Lord is (¼
or 25%) of thine increase.
Are we also to pay a Quarter of all our increase in these last days?
In the days of Israel, the tithes and free-will offerings were needed to
maintain the ordinances of divine service. Should the people of God
give less in this age? The principle laid down by Christ is, that our
offerings to God should be in proportion to the light and privileges
enjoyed. "Unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required." Said the Saviour to his disciples, as he sent them forth,
"Freely ye have received, freely give." As our blessings and privileges
are increased,--above all, as we have before us the unparalleled sacrifice
“Thou shalt not steal”
10

of the glorious Son of God,--should not our gratitude find expression in
more abundant gifts to extend to others the message of salvation? The
gospel, as it extends and widens, requires greater provision to sustain
it than was called for anciently; and this makes the law of tithes and
offerings of even more urgent necessity now than under the Hebrew
economy. {RH, September 10, 1889 par. 16}

What is the use of the first and second tithe and the remaining
portion of the quarter?
To promote the assembling of the people for religious service, as well
as to provide for the poor, a second tithe of all the increase was
required. Concerning the first tithe, the Lord had declared, "I have
given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel." But in regard to the
second he commanded, "Thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the
place which he shall choose to place his name there, the tithe of thy
corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the firstlings of thy herds and of
thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God always."
This tithe, or its equivalent in money, they were for two years to bring
to the place where the sanctuary was established. After presenting a
thank-offering to God, and a specified portion to the priest, the offerers
were to use the remainder for a religious feast, in which the Levite, the
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow should participate. Thus
provision was made for the thank-offerings and feasts at the yearly
festivals, and the people were drawn to the society of the priests and
Levites that they might receive instruction and encouragement in the
service of God. Every third year, however, this second tithe was to be
used at home, in entertaining the Levite and the poor, as Moses said,
"That they may eat within thy gates, and be filled." This tithe would
provide a fund for the uses of charity and hospitality. {RH, September
17, 1889 par. 1}
And further provision was made for the poor. There is nothing, after
their recognition of the claims of God, that more distinguishes the laws
given by Moses than the liberal, tender, and hospitable spirit enjoined
toward the poor. Although God had promised greatly to bless his
people, it was not his design that poverty should be wholly unknown
among them. He declared that the poor should never cease out of the
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land. There would ever be those among his people who would call into
exercise their sympathy, tenderness, and benevolence. Then, as now,
persons were subject to misfortune, sickness, and loss of property; yet
so long as they followed the instruction given by God, there were no
beggars among them, neither any who suffered for food. {RH,
September 17, 1889 par. 2}
Is a Misuse of tithe by minister a violation of the Eighth
Commandment?
Proper Use of the Tithe.
Letters have come to me (says Ellen G. White) from Oakland and Battle
Creek making inquiries as to the disposition made of the tithe. The
writers supposed that they were authorized to use the tithe money in
meeting the expenses of the church, as these expenses were quite
heavy. From that which has been shown me, the tithe is not to be
withdrawn from the treasury. Every penny of this money is the Lord's
own sacred treasure, to be appropriated for a special use. {PH157 1.1}
There was a time when there was very little missionary work done, and
the tithe was accumulating. In some instances the tithe was used for
similar purposes as is now proposed. When the Lord's people felt
aroused to do missionary work in home and foreign missions, and
sending missionaries to all parts of the world, those handling sacred
interests should have had clear, sanctified discernment to understand
how the means should be appropriated. When they see ministers
laboring without money to support them, and the treasury is empty, then
that treasury is to be strictly guarded. Not one penny is to be removed
from it. Ministers have just as much right to their wages as have the
workers employed in the Review and Herald Office, and the laborers in
the Pacific Publishing House. A great robbery has been practised in the
meager wages paid to some of the workers. If they give their time, and
thought, and labor to the service of the Master, they should have wages
enough to supply their family with food and clothing. {PH157 1.2}
Those who have used the tithe money to supply the common necessities
of the house of God, have taken the money that should go to sustain
ministers in doing his work, in preparing the way for Christ's second
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appearing. Just as surely as you do this work, you misapply the
resources which God has told you to retain in his treasure-house, that it
may be full, to be used in his service. This work is something of which
all who have taken a part in should be ashamed. They have used their
influence to withdraw from God's treasury a fund that is consecrated
to a sacred purpose. From those who do this, the blessing of the Lord
will be removed. {PH157 7.1}
Must we not use tithe money for any other thing except for
ministers?

Time and context need to be considered when using tithe.
Let us first read this:
I was shown(says Ellen G. White) that it is wrong to use the tithe for
defraying the incidental expenses of the church. In this, there has been a
departure from correct methods. It would be far better to dress less
expensively, cut down your indulgences, practise self-denial, and meet
these outgoings. By so doing you will have a clear conscience. But you
are robbing God every time that you put your hands into the treasury
for funds to meet the running expenses of the church. {PH087 6.3}
Why and when were these words spoken?
Ministers who could do a most precious work are kept out of the field
because there is no money to sustain them. Those who dare to reduce
the means to be used for supporting the ministry, may see the sure result
in the warnings given by Malachi. {PH087 7.1}
What is the example given at the center of the work? Let those who
profess to be followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, dispose of some of
their idols, such as bicycles, and various other things. Then there will
be no need of robbing the treasury of God for church expenses. Christ
for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might be rich.
But the professed followers of Christ do not follow his example. Let
every one study how to help forward the work of God in home missions
and in foreign countries. The Lord has a serious account to settle with
those who have done exactly opposite to that which he has counseled
them to do. The money they have bound up in Battle Creek is needed in
missionary fields, to supply even the most meager facilities. The work
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cannot be advanced because there is no money to work the fields.
{PH087 7.2}
We need money here to carry forward the work. But we have no such
resources to draw upon as you have in Oakland and Battle Creek. We
can not sustain ministers in the field; for there is no money in the
treasury. I know from the light given me of God that there should be
many workers in California. There should be workers in Michigan,
and yet men are questioning in regard to using the tithe for other
purposes than that which the Lord has specified. In California, in all
our cities in America, in the highways and byways, men and women
should go forth as consecrated workers, who will proclaim the message
of warning. In Michigan, and Battle Creek especially, it has been
thought that Dr. Kellogg was working disproportionately for the poor
and wretched ones in medical missionary lines. Then why does not the
General Conference go to work? Why does it allow the treasury which
should be kept for the purpose of sustaining the ministry, to be drawn
upon, and diverted to common things? Why should it permit its
ministers to be half paid, and at the same time talk so begrudgingly of
that which they do receive? When this work shall cease in our churches,
a living testimony will go forth from human lips, under the operation of
the Holy Ghost. PH157 9.1
Under what state of the church can tithe money be used for church
servicing?
...Said the messenger of heaven, “It is not the Oakland church, the
Battle Creek church, the Healdsburg church, or the San Francisco
church who should draw from the treasury of God to supply their
weekly incidental expenses, incurred in accommodating the people as
they assemble together to worship God. Let every soul consider, and
humble himself before God.” Letter 81, 1897, pp. 1 - 6. (To Brother
Jones, May 27, 1897.) 1MR 190.4
There are exceptional cases, where poverty is so deep that, in order to
secure the humblest place of worship, it may be necessary to
appropriate the tithes. But that place is not Battle Creek or Oakland.
Let those who assemble to worship God consider the self - denial and
self - sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Let those brethren who profess to be
children of God study how they can deny themselves, how they can part
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with some of their idols, and carefully economize in every line. In each
house there should be a box for the church fund, to be used for the
needs of the church. When such churches as those in Battle Creek and
Oakland shall practise greater self - denial than they have hitherto done,
there will be an overflow of money in the treasury to deal with equity
with the men who labor in word and doctrine. PH157 10.2
The Treasury to be Guarded
I have been shown case after case where men are working in the
ministry, who are just as deserving of their wages as those who are
employed in the publishing houses, are left without sufficient means to
support their families. If they work at all for the Master, they have to
depend on charity. The censure and frown of God is upon the church
that will permit these things to exist. Let not those to whom are
intrusted responsibilities, allow the treasury that God has appointed to
sustain the ministers in the field, to be robbed to supply the expenses
incurred in keeping in order and making comfortable the house of God.
Thousands upon thousands of dollars have been taken from the tithes
and used for these purposes. PH157 11.1
What Should We Do to cater for church expenses?
…The gifts and offerings that have cost some self - denial are to be
brought in. A separate fund for the purpose of defraying the expenses,
which every church member should share according to his ability,
should be instituted in every place where there is a church. Let the
pennies, the sixpences, and the shillings be saved that may be looked
upon as altogether too meager for charitable purposes. But these, if
brought into the treasure - house, will be received and blessed of God,
and what God blesses, is blessed indeed. Self can be denied of many
needless things. PH157 11.2
In the Battle Creek church the sisters will have an account to render to
God for the Lord's money which they have worse than wasted in order
to make an appearance, which appearance hangs out the sign that they
are one in spirit with the worldling. Their chief desire is to gratify
vanity and pride. PH157 12.1
Every talent is to be used as the Lord's intrusted gift. No outlay of
means is a sin that is employed to defray the church expenses, or for
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any religious work. But that expense is not to come out of the tithe. The
treasury of God must not be robbed; that means must be used to supply
the wages and fully to sustain those who give themselves to the work of
the ministry. PH157 12.2
There may be cases where human judgment may decide that a certain
one does not accomplish much in advancing the work, and that the
cause of God would be just as well without him. But who will dare to
venture on the work of weeding out the ones supposed to be of little
value? The Lord must judge in this matter. This measurement is not left
to finite, human agencies. The one whom they question may produce
results more directly in spiritual lines and interests for eternity than the
persons who would set them aside. I know this has been the case in
many instances. Judas was officious in this direction. And Christ said of
him that he had a devil, because his mind was open to the devil's work.
PH157 12.3
Robbing God in wills.
The cause of Christ is robbed, not by a mere passing thought, not by an
unpremeditated act. No. By your own deliberate act you made your
will, placing your property at the disposal of unbelievers. After having
robbed God during your lifetime, you continue to rob Him after your
death, and you do this with the full consent of all your powers of mind,
in a document called your will. What do you think will be your Master's
will toward you for thus appropriating His goods? What will you say
when an account is demanded of your stewardship? {5T 155.3}
Can we pay tithe yet we have debts?
The Lord has of late given me special testimonies to bear in regard to
the warnings and promises he has given through Malachi. After I had
spoken with great plainness to the church in Sydney, and was putting on
my wraps in the dressing-room, the question was asked me, "Sister
White, do you think my father should pay tithes? He has met with great
loss recently, and he says that as soon as he cancels his debt, he will
pay tithes." I asked, "How do you regard our obligations to God, who
gives us life and breath, and all the blessings we enjoy? Would you
have our indebtedness to God continually increasing? Would you rob
him of the portion which he has never given us to use for any other
purpose than to advance his work, to sustain his servants in the
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ministry? For the answer to your question the prophet Malachi asks,
'Will a man rob God? . . . But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee?'-as though there was a willingness to misunderstand this subject. The
answer comes: 'In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.' After such a statement,
would I dare say to you, You need not pay tithes as long as you are in
debt? Shall I tell you to be sure to pay all you owe any man, although
you rob God to do so?" {PH087 8.3}
If all would take the Scripture just as it reads, and open their hearts to
understand the word of the Lord, they would not say, "I cannot see the
tithing question. I cannot see that in my circumstances I should pay
tithes." "Will a man rob God?" The consequence of doing so is plainly
stated, and I would not risk the consequence. All who will take a wholehearted, decided position to obey God; who will not take the Lord's
reserved funds--his own money--to settle their debts; who will render to
the Lord the portion that he claims as his own, will receive the blessing
of God which is promised to all who obey him. Mrs. E. G. White.
{PH087 9.1}
What is your stewardship? Have you during the past year robbed God in
tithes and offerings? Look at your well-filled barns, at your cellars
stored with the good things the Lord has given you, and ask yourselves
whether you have returned to the Giver that which belongs to him. If
you have robbed the Lord, make restitution. As far as possible, make
the past right, and then ask the Saviour to pardon you. Will you not
return to the Lord his own, before this year, with its burden of record,
has passed into eternity? {RH, December 23, 1902 par. 2}

The results of robbing and not Robbing God’s money.
Malachi 3:9-12
9
Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole
nation.
10
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
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And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy
the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the
time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.
12
And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome
land, saith the LORD of hosts.
This matter should open the eyes of all our people, to see how easy it is
to depart from justice, truth, and the keeping of the way of the Lord,
when there is a desire to follow a certain course, and God does not lead
the way. What do these infringements mean to those who give their
consent to this robbery of God's treasure? Let the prophet speak: "Ye
are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation."
Read now the words of the prophet to the close of the chapter, and then
let there be a short time of silence, five or ten minutes, of close
examination of the hearts of all who read. There has been altogether too
little heed given to the warnings, reproofs, and counsels from the Lord.
It is a solemn record that many will have to meet in that great day when
every man shall be judged according to his works. {PH087 8.1}

Proverbs 22:22
the gate:

Rob not the poor, because he is poor: neither oppress the afflicted in
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